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A r t  c a n  e i t he r  s t i f l e  or  promote  t he  cu lt i v a t ion  of  awe .  Wit h  C a r l l  Goodpa s t u re ’s  
photog r aph s ,  we  s t a r t  w it h  awe ,  r a t her  t ha n  me a su r able  hu ma n c on s t r uc t s .  Power f u l  
i ma ge s  of  t i me le s sne s s  a nd  t he  my s te r iu m t remendu m qu ick ly  dwa r f  t he  c or por a te ,  
f a m i l i a l ,  c on su mer i s t  s y s t ems  on  wh ich  we  f i x a t e .  T he y  c le a n s e  t he  door s  of  pe rc ept ion  
-  a nd  s e r ve  a s  a n  a nt idote  to  hu ma n hubr i s .

In  a  wor ld  now t h re a tened  by  env i ron ment a l  c o l l ap s e  a nd  t he  potent i a l  i mplo s ion  of  
c i v i l i z a t ion,  Goodpa s t u re ’s  “ma g ic  t he a te r”  of  a  Sol s t i c e  su n r i s e  a nd  ot her  c o sm ic  t rope s  
ma ke s  u s  qu ive r  e ven  a s  i t  a t t empt s  to  r e v ive  ou r  lo s t  s en s e  of  awe .  It  i s  h a rd  to  be l i e ve  
t ha t  t he s e  e x t r aord ina r y  photo s  have  be en  c re a t ed  u s ing  a  hu mble ,  home-made  pin  hole  
c a mera ,  i t s  “ l en s”  f a sh ioned  f rom a  be e r  c a n,  i n  wh ich  a  t i ny  pin hole  ha s  be en  pie rc ed  
w it h  a  ne ed le .

But  I  have  to  wonder :  the  human spec i e s  may  be  f i t  to  wonder,  bu t  to  su r v ive ?  Wi l l  our  
p roc l i v i t y  toward  g reed  and  our  mind le s s  de s t ruc t ion  o f  na ture  do  u s  in ?  Is  the re  s t i l l  a  
pos s ib i l i t y  l e f t  fo r  head ing  o f f  a  t e rmina l  d i s connec t ?   In  our  compromised  wor ld ,  c an  a r t  
re a l l y  he lp  _ be  a  c a t a l y s t  fo r  change ?  In  the  ca s e  o f  Car l l  Goodpas ture ,  we  have  an  a r t i s t  
who ,  r a the r  than  abd ica t ing  the  t a sk ,  i s ,  in  eve r y  s ense  o f  the  word ,  g i v ing  i t  h i s  be s t  sho t .

_  Suzi Gablik, Author of The Reenchantment of Art

  
I n  C onver s a t ion s  Wit h  a  St a r,  photog r apher  C a r l l  G oodpa s t u re  m a k e s  a  p i l g r i m a ge  

w it h  h i s  h a nd-m ade  pi n hole  c a mer a  to  c a t c h  t he  m a g ic  o f  Nor weg i a n  shore  a nd  

sk y.   T he  r e su lt  i s  a  s t u n n i n g  v i su a l  embr ac e  of  pre -moder n  m i nd /sou l  w it h  t he  n at u r a l  

wor ld .   I n  her  e s s ay  about  G oodpa s t u re ’s  work ,  soc i a l  c r i t i c  Che l l i s  G lend i n n i n g  p l a c e s  

h i s  s t a rg a z i n g  i m a ge s  be yond  moder n i sm a nd  pos t moder n i sm,  bot h :  i n s t e ad ,  i t  i s  a  

r e v i s i t a t ion  to  t he  wonder  so  r equ i r ed  to  g u ide  hu m a n it y  tow a rd  p l a ne t a r y  su r v i v a l .  

 

CONVERSAT IONS WITH A STAR

NORWEGIAN SHORE IN SOLST ICE L IGHT

ISBN 13: 978-82-998015-1-5
ISBN 10: 82-998015-1-6



      TH E  A R C T I C  C O A S T

it left behind

a land pale and delicate

as winter flowers

pebbles shimmering in

the still water

and all suffused in light

     fter the ice withdrew A 



S U M M E R  S O L S T I C E ,  View to the Pole, Midsummer Night, 2007


